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larm to him, as he is never sure of for we cannot avoid at least pitying 

reaching the top in life. Why does an old man of 80 who is a mendi- 

not he speak? Undoubtedly he cant for favour, 
would obtain the object ofhis wishes; Guillavmelb Franc Pableur. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF DISTINGUISHED PERSONS. 



MEMOIRS OF JOHN JEBB, M.D. F.R.S. 

(Concluded from page 314.J 

IN August, 1773, Mr. Jebb first 
communicated to a few select 
friends, his intention to resign his 
preferments in the established church: 
nor was such resignation delayed, 
but on account of reasons, which 
were both disinterested and power- 
ful. His mind, however, at this 
time, suffered much disquietude, 
while struggling under the demands 
of duty, and the obligations of per- 
sonal attachments, which he had so 
ingenuously expressed more than a 
year before this time. " 1 own," says 
tie, (under the signature of Gollati- 
eus, to an anonymous correspond- 
ent) "I find the sensations of conju- 
gal and "paternal love, opposed to 
the sense of duty, and, therefore, 
feel also for myself." 

While under this embarrassment, 
and some months before he execut- 
ed his purpose of resigning his pre- 
ferment, he finally resolved never 
to read again the public service of 
the church, although, while he con- 
tinued in its communion, he occa- 
sionly preached in it. 

In a letter dated from Bungay, 
the 19th of October, a familiar de- 
tail of so singular an incident is 
given, that we shall extract it, as well 
for its originality, as to diversify the 
events ot our narrative. Previously 
observing, by the way, that Dr. 
Goodali, Archdeacon of Suffolk, held 
his usual visitation of a few parishes 
in the neighbourhood, and which 



were under a jurisdiction styled 
" the generals," in Mr. Jebb's pa- 
rish-church of Flixton, on Septem- 
ber the 25th, this year. On this 
occasion, says Mr. Jebb, in his 
letter, " the Archdeacon ap- 
pointed prayers to be read in my 
church; I appointed myself preach- 
er and gave a discourse' upon 
subscription. The Archdeacon was 
greatly enraged, although a Wol- 
lastonian ; and publicly rebuked me 
before the clergy at the public 
bouse where we met : much alter, 
cation ensued, yet I trust, I kept my 
temper. I told him I had a right 
to preach every day in the week, 
if I thought proper ; he was at liber- 
ty to retire if he disliked my doc- 
trine; he talked of authority, com- 
plaining to the diocesan, &c. but I 
resolutely told him, I should have 
used the same language to the bish- 
op, bad I met with equal provoca- 
tion. At last, he thought it best to 
bold his tongue, and be quiet. Much 
more was said, but this was the 
substance. For some days, I expect- 
ed a summons to Norwich, but have 
heard no more of it. I acted thus, 
with a view to call the attention of 
the Norwich clergy to our cause, 
and have in part succeeded." 

The subject of Mr. Jebb's dis- 
course was taken from Matthew v. 
16. ** Let your light so shine be- 
fore men, that tbey may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven." The sermon 
was the same that was preached be- 
fore the university on the 28th of 
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the preceding March; concerning 
which it has been said that, it " was 
spoken coolly, though dictated by 
the heart, but that the passion of 
the adversary wa$ very visible." 

In 1774 Mr. Liodsey communi- 
cated to Mr. Jebb, among the first 
of his friends, his determined reso- 
lution of resigning his preferment 
in the established, church, and bis 
earnest wiglic^ .of meeting with a 
society of l/nitariau Christians,- to 
whom his ministrations might be ac- 
ceptable. 

They both agreed* that it was of 
great consequence, that there should 
be a church of Christians professed- 
ly Unitarian ; which should hold 
forth the worship of the only true 
God, the Father; the Omnipotent 
Parent and Creator of the universe ; 
to the exclusion of all other per- 
sons and objects of worship. And 
as soon as a prospect offered of rais- 
ing a congregation on this plan, it 
was communicated to Mr. Jebb. 
No important step was taken, with- 
out consulting him ; and many use- 
ful hints, and much assistance, was 
received from him. 

In some letters written at the time, 
Mr. Jebb expressed the utmost so- 
licitude for its success ; and had en- 
gaged a particular friend, who hap- 
pened to be in town, to be present 
11 the first opening of the chapel, 
l !>a.t he might learn from him every 
"ung that passed.* 

When he afterwards came to re- 
s,(J e himself in the metropolis, he 
was a constant attendant at thecha- 
M 'n Essex-street ; and frequently 
^pressed his happiness and corn- 



Mr. lindwy'* sermon, preached 
« the opening of the chapel in Essex- 
."*'» London, on Sunday, April 
JWi 1774, wasioon a&erwu-di publish- 
*"• And" a third edition «f « the book of 
; B "™° n -P«y« reformed," was published 



fort in the opportunity of joining in 
a service and worship he so much ap- 
proved. 

In the conclusion of this year, we 
find some strong evidences of the in- 
terest Mr. Jt:bb took in the estab- 
lishment of liberty on the other side 
of the Atlantic, and ' in the sutler- 
iitg-i of the Americans lit a letter 
to a friend, dated the 2 1st of Jfp- 
Vemlie>j''l77 J 4./ be writes, r'Yuurin,- 
formation in every respect is pleas- 
ing to me ; I rejoice, that you keep 
on in your great purpose, with so 
much sledfasMiess and success, and 
that the Americans continue to pro- 
ceed with so much bravery and pru- 
dence. I shall not be-quite easy a- 
bout them, till I seethe event of the 
congress. A very sensible letter in 
the Leger of yesterday, shows the 
absurdity of petitioning for redress; 
the most vigorous measqres are the 
best; the English ministry must 
feel, before they will repent." Arid, 
again, in another letter, to the same 
friend, dated the 8d of December 
following, he says, "I bad indulg- 
ed great hopes that administration 
would have relaxed, and thereby 
have prevented that confusion which 
every man must lament, if be has any 
sensibility remaining, I did not 
think that despotism was so much a 
thing resolved on. I hope the A- 
mericans, by a temperate, manly, 
yet peaceful resistance, and the use 
of legal means, as opposed to force,, 
will prevent that inhuman destruc- 
tion of our fellow-creatures which is 
threatened. Locke has shown me 
who are the real rebels in a contest 
of this kind ; they are those, who, 
by unjust oppression, renew; that 
state of war, winch laws and society 
had banished." 

Nor was Mr. JebbV attention less 
awake to the designs of certain per- 
sons in this .country, towards for- 
warding the exclusive establishment 
of episcopacy in America, than to 
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t he dansrer of their civil liberties, 
' I find," says he, in another letter, 
dated the J Hh of December, " from 
a correspondent in Virginia, that Dr. 
Chandler, of New-York, has pub- 
lished there a virulent invective a- 
gairist the " Critical commentary 
upon Seeker's letter,'' and that jt 
does harm to the cause of Christian 
liberty. Dr. Chandler has subjoin- 
ed bishop Sherlock's memorial, pre- 
sented to the king in council, in Feb- 
ruary 1749-50, in favour of an A- 
merican episcopate, now first print* 
ed, he says, from an original in the 
hands of a great Hying prelate. Such 
is the infatuation, that many of the 
colonists, enemies to taxation, are 
for a bishop. Such has been the con- 
sequence of Seeker's unremitting 
efforts, to spread churcb-of-Eogland- 
istai, on the other side of the Atlan- 
tic. Sherlock's memorial, is an art- 
ful performance, and big with mis- 
chief." 

In the year 1775, Mr. Jebb com- 
pleted the design, which he had long 
contemplated with anxious solici- 
tude, of relinquishing his prefer? 
ment and situation in the established 
church. He wrote a letter to Dr. 
Yonge, bishop of Norwich, to signi- 
fy his intention to resign his prefer- 
ment ; which lelter was afterwards 
published in his "Short state of rea- 
son*." He now made his resignation 
of the rector v of Homersfield, and 
vicarage of Flixton, both in Suffolk, 
and in the diocese of Norwich, before 
a notary public, on the 29th of Sep- 
tember, 1775, and the vacancy was 
declared at Norwich, the 9th of the 
following month. 

Mr. Jebb had previously acquaint- 
ed some of bis' particular friends, 
with his determined purpose, and 
wrote to thetn in the progress of its 
accomplishment. " 1 have written,'* 
aays he, ia a letter dated September 
26tb, 1775, " to my patron, and to 
tbe Bishop of Norwich. My situa- 



tion, I thank Cod, and a good friend, 
will not be distressing, though it 
will he precarious as I act, 1 am a- 
fraid, in opposition to the inclination 
of those who, I have reason to think, 
have in their power to serve me. 
But no more uf this. I am easy in 
the thoughts of being delivered from 
what I esteem worse than Egyptian 
bondage." 

In a letter to the late worthy and 
excellent Dr. Chambers, rector of 
Acburch, in Northamptonshire, dat- 
ed the 21st of October, 1775. he i- 
more explicit than in bis before- 
cited letter to one, who was happy 
in being tbe common friend of bi.Ui, 
"lam truly sensible," says he, 
" that many persons who hold simi? 
lar opinions to mine, can continue in 
the church with great advantage to 
the cause of Christianity ; acting at 
the same time in perfect conformity 
to conscience, and deserving the 
character of good and wprthy men. 
My resignation entirely proceeded 
from the uneasiness, I felt in reading 
the service; an uneasiness, which I 
am sensible was the result of circum- 
stances peculiar to myself. I have, 
for seven year* past in my lectures, 
though at the same time always de- 
claring to my pupils that my opinion 
was contrary to the received notions, 
maintained steadily the proper u- 
nity of God ; and that he alone 
should be tbe object of religious 
worship. I thought it my duty tq 
urge all, who attended me, to inquire, 
but, by no means, to make op their 
judgment, till they bad read all the 
scriptures with critical attention. I 
wished them to suspend their judg- 
ment till they had heard the evidence 
on both sides of the question. At 
the game time, openly professing to 
them, that my pwn opinion was settled 
p'o this subject. After these explicit 
declarations, to officiate in a liturgy 
wbicbis formed upon tbe Athanasi- 
an system, struck me asasmgul** 
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impropriety of conduct, and as an 
inconsistency of behaviour not to be 
defended. The sense of this great- 
ly affected me; insoipucb, that for 
two years past, I haye declined all 
discharge of duty. But then, to 
turn my living" into a lay estate, 
appeared highly dishonourable ; you 
may guess my feelings ; my health 
was sensibly affected ; at last it be- 
came a point of necessity for me to 
resign. You, therefore, may be satis- 
fied, that I claim no merit from this 
sacrifice. I only sought relief from 
my anxiety, and, I tbank God, I 
have found it : this step having per- 
fectly restored my wonted tranquil- 
lity of mind.'' 

Mr. Jebb adopted, in his own 
case, that conduct which he had 
strongly- approved in Mr. Lindsey. 
He accordingly, published, in the 
month of November, " A short 
state of the reasons for his late re- 
signation. To which are added, oc- 
casional observations, and a letter to 
the Riuht Rev. Bishop of Norwich." 

Mr. Jebb still remained at Cam- 
bridge, and probably would have 
continued to have done so, had not 
his opponents carried their resent- 
ment to the cutting oft' the sources 
of his support there. The few 
months he stayed in the university, 
were, however, employed in her 
service in forwarding the great ques T 
ion of annual examinations; about 
which he had been long and perse- 
yeringly engaged; but his having 
relinquished his situation in the es- 
tablished church tended greatly, as 
it should seem, to defeat its success. 

After various plans in respect to 
Mr. Jebb's future profession and 
employment, as tbe means of an 
honourable livelihood, he finally set- 
tied in the study of physic : but in 
all the various schemes, which were 
suggested by himself, or his friends, 
he considered bis. future usefulness. 



and wished only for a moderate com* 
petency. 

His medical designation was pro* 
posed by his relation, Dr. since Sir 
Richard Jebb, and determined upon 
at his instance and recommendation, 
accompanied by his unlimited pro- 
mise of professional support. No 
sooner had this proposal been made 
and approved, than Mr. Jebb attend- 
ed Or. Colignon's anatomical lec- 
tures at Cambridge, while yet he 
continued to give lectures himself 
in mathematics and natural philoso- 
phy, and to give bis wonted atten- 
tion to the interest of the univer- 
sity. 

The summer months of this year 
he spent partly at Cambridge, and 
partly with his friends in Hunting- 
donshire and Middlesex. On the 
third of September he finally left 
Cambridge after a residence there, 
almost uninterrupted of twenty two 
years. When after all his disap- 
pointments, and may it not be said, 
ill-usage, he left it, '• without being- 
at variance with a single person." 
He affectionately took leave of e- 
yery acquaintance in the place, and 
many parted from him with deep 
regret, who had never contributed 
to advance his usefulness or to re- 
ward his merit while tesident among 
them. 

In the month of September 1778, 
he came to London, and settled in a 
bouse in a bouse in Craven- street. 
Here be also gave lectures in the 
Greek Testament, to two young gen- 
tlemen, while he proceeded in the 
study of physic ; be added also to bis 
unceasing application, a regular at- 
tendance at St. Bartholomew's hos- 
pital as a pupil of Dr. William Pit- 
cairn. " Hard work, but on tbe 
whole not nnpleasing," as he express- 
ed himself in a letter to Dr. Disney 
at that time. After be was persuad- 
ed to direct his application to medu 
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cine, be spoke of it with his usual 
moderate expectation, and yet that 
expectation was sufficient to ani- 
mate his labours ; " you may pro- 
bably have heard of my physical 
destination, a circumstance," says he, 
" which gives me the hope of eating 
independent bread." 

The beginning of the following 
month, while yet barely settled in 
his new situation, and entering on 
hi* medical novitiate, occupied in 
labour and solitude, he fell ill of a 
violent fever, which be caught from 
a patient in the hospital ; and which 
confined him to his bed fourteen 
days. 

The mind of Mr. Jebb was never 
unemployed, even in the busiest 
scenes of active life ; but sickness 
naturally disposes th£ best of men 
to look more accurately into the 
state of their own temper, and de- 
signs. This opportunity was not 
lost, but improved by Mr. Jebb; 
and it is in this way that we derive 
advantage from affliction, and justi- 
fy the ways of God to man, in that 
fine observation of the author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews ; *« whom 
the Lord loveth, he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he re- 
ceiveth." Among other resolutions 
entered into, on this occason, as has 
been found in a private book, which 
had at that time been seen by no 
huroarr-eye but his own, the follow, 
ing do so accurately express his 
usual mind and habits, as to induce 
the insertion of them, especially as 
they well correspond with his usual 
course of life. 

1. «• Employ the whole of every 
Sunday in sacral study, in reading 
Hartley, Taylor, and other books, 
in which the spirit of piety and mo- 
rality prevails. 

2. " Pay particular attention to 
eveiy declaration that bears the 
slightest appearance of a promise. 
And let me sacredly attend to every 



engagement even of the most triv- 
ial kind. 

3. " Let me be sedulously atten- 
tive, upon proper occasions, to every 
person who .has shewn me kindness. 
And omit not the performance of 
the most trilling circumstance that 
may give a benefactor pleasure. 

4. " Let me read Hartley on am- 
bition ; and the proper and primary 
pursuits of man be diligently studi- 
ed. 

5. " Remember, if it please God 
that . I obtain a competency by my 
profession, my great work and duty 
is, to study critically the Scriptures. 

6. " Let me never be induced by 
the well meaning expressions of 
good-will from, my friends, to think 
higher of myself than as a creature 
who has been exceedingly weak ; 
and as one to whom God has shewn 
uncommon instances of mercy. Let 
not the voice of humility be on my 
tongue, but the real essence of it 
in my heart. Read Hartley", and at- 
tend to Hoadley's and other forms 
of prayer, as necessity or opportune 
ity shall suggest. 

7. " Strive to acquire Christian 
stoicism, to this purpose read with 
the scriptures, the works of Antoni- 
nus and Epictetus. 

6. " Speak the truth. Lie not 
through tear of man's resentment, 
nor seek the favour of any by disguis- 
ing, or softening my sentiments.' 

About three months alter his re- 
covery from this fever, and when he 
had resumed, and was ardently pur- 
suing his new studies, he expressed 
his satisfaction, in bis engagement 
and prospects, in a private letter. " I 
am," said he, " very happy in my 
n c w plan. 1 receive great civilities, 
and encouragement from several 
worthy persons, who may promote 
my interest hereafter ; and thus I 
may be enabled to obtain a compe- 
tency, which will give me the pow- 
er of my own time, a power I bave 
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never yet enjoyed. The cause of 
Christianity is uppermost in my 
mind, to that and the cause of civil 
liberty, i hope, while life remains, 
I shall never be insensible." 

How clmely he applied, let a part 
of another of hisown familiar and con- 
fidential letters speak. " Although," 
says he, " I am tardy in my acknow- 
ledgments, yet you are not toconulude 
that either my zeal tor the best of 
causes, or my regard for yourself, is 
diminished by the avocations of my 
new profession. While- I was free 
and disengaged from its cares! I was 
attentive to the rules of strictest 
punctuality in my correspondence, 
1 trust the affection of my friends 
is sucb, that they will not be otlend- 
ed, nor think I slight their valuable 
communications, when I delay my 
answer to tbem. The fact is, that 
both principle and necessity oblige 
me to work very hard, and when the 
time of relaxation arrives, my spirits 
require an absolute rest ; so that 
when I have really leisure to write, 
the ability, is denied the: but, that 
you may see this is not always the 
ease, 1 write now ; and as Sunday is 
a day, on which I make a point of 
abstaining from all profane studies, 
you are to conceive that I shall not 
be unmindful of what you send me. 
I say this in order to prevent you 
from supposing that I never employ 
myself in my former pursuits." 

After an interval of some months, 
he again wrote; ** lam now in my 
forty-second year, and my prepara- 
tion for my profession not gone 
through, and, therefore, am much 
engaged. Not that I am anxious a- 
bout my success in it; far otherwise. 
1 have net with so many kindnesses, 
'bat my situation has been rendered 
far easier than 1 con-Id have hoped, 
and my utmost views are moderate ; 
but you, who know me, know that 
1 attend to things whb some degree 
of energy while they are before me, 



and, indeed, I should be highly 
blameable if I did otherwise.*' 

In illustration of this account, it 
will b« sufficient to say that he at- 
tended, in the compass of the year 
1777, two courses of Dr. Hunter's 
anatomical lectures, and the dissep- 
lions; Mr. Pott's lectures at the hos- 
pital ; Dr. Fordyce's lectures on che- 
mistry ; and Mr. Falkner's physio- 
logical lectures; besides studying 
botany, and attending St. Bartholo- 
mew's hospital throughout the year. 

On the eighteenth of March, 1777, 
be received bis diploma of doctor of 
physic, from the university of St. 
Andrew in Scotland : his medi- 
cal recommendation having been 
signed by four gentlemen of the fa- 
culty, of the first distinction and e- 
minence in London. And be was 
admitted licentiate by the college of 
physicians, on the twenty-'utth of 
June following. 

Dr. Jebb, from J) is universal learn- 
ing, and from his philosophical 
mind, entered on the study of bis 
profession with singular advantages ; 
but although " he began," as a truly 
great and excellent man once said, 
"wbereothers often ieftoff;" yet, he 
was diffident and distrustful from hia 
native modesty; and never considered 
the simply passing through profes- 
sional forms as a sufficient qualifica- 
tion for a conscientious undertaking 
of the duties of any station, in his 
present situation he wished to com- 
plete his two years of probation, com- 
puting that time from his first desig- 
nation to the profession of physic. 
Therefore, though qualified by his 
graduation and by custom, he sus- 
pended the commencement of prac« 
tice till February the fifth, 1778. 
Nor did he then enter upon so im- 
portant a business without much re- 
flection, and many well weighed re- 
solutions. 

As an opportunity hasbeen afford- 
ed of drawing from the authentic 
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Murce which has been before men* 
tioned, these unequivocal documents 
of the humility of his mind and in- 
tegrity of his heart, we should re- 
luctantly omit to present them to our 
readers.* 

'* I have this day," writes he, in 
his private book, January the 11th, 
1778, " completed the probation of 
two years ; and with God's blessing, 
have been upheld to apply myself 
with assiduity the greatest portion of 
it. i have acquired so much know- 
ledge to perceive io bow many points 
I am defective, and enough, I trust, 
to lay a foundation for that humility 
and diffidence in my own abilities, 
which will never forsake me, at the 
tame time I see sufficient encourage- 
ment to goon cheerfully in my profes- 
sion, according to Dr. Fotbergill'sex- 
pression with " faith in physic." 

fie then proceeds to write down 
** resolutions respecting his conduct 
in his profession." From these the 
following are selected : 

1. "To forego every advantage 
and every prospect of success in my 
profession, rather than act contrary 
to the three principles laid down by 
Dr. Hartley, as the basis of right 
conduct, viz. piety, benevolence, 
and the moral sense. 

2. " Never to make a difference 
between the rich and poor, bat so 
far as relates to my efforts to cure, 
to consider myself in equal manner, 
the servant of both, being very care- 
ful to manifest the same cooitesy, 
mildness of speech, and manners, to 
every individual 1 may be calltd up- 
on to assist. 

3. " To guard continually against 
deflecting from the proper line and 
duties of my profession through at- 
tention to ornamental branches of 
knowledge; yet, in all points, to act 
iu perfect consistency with my form- 
er conduct, not abating in luy seal 
for the cause of civil or religi< us lib- 
erty i wit sacrificing my principles, 



even for a moment; through any 
views of interest, of whatever nature 
they may be, considering the tran- 
sitory scene I am engaged in. 

" Let not him that putteth on his 
armour, boast like him that puttetb 
it off." 

Ttiere is also added the fallowing 
resolution which be constantly ob- 
served, " Always to make memor- 
anda in the patient's room, according 
to the plan suggested by Dr. He- 
berden, and to keep an orderly book, 
of all cases that may fall under my 
care." 

The commencement of practice, 
was, no more than the forms of it, 
to exclude the accession of know- 
ledge, in the estimation of Dr. Jebb. 
While, therefore, he was exercising 
the art of healing, he laboured to 
improve himself in those branches 
which, were to direct it with greater 
success. He applied closely to pri- 
vate study ; and, this year, again at- 
tended Dr. Hunter's lectures both in 
the spring and winter : the lectures 
of Mr. John Hunter, and Dr. Hig- 
gins; he also diligently attended tit. 
Bartholomew's hospital from April 
to October. 

At this time, while the private 
friends of Dr. Jebb were desirous 
of extending bis practice, it is great- 
ly to the honour of many eminently 
and deservedly distinguished namesio 
medicine, that they concurred in in- 
troducing him into the royal society. 
His certificate which was read on 
12th of November, 1778, had previ- 
ously received such very lespectable 
siguatures, as to shew that the cause 
and countenance of science were not 
uninterested in his election. After 
the certificate had hung up in ths 
society's meeting room the staluia. 
ble time, Dr. Jebb was elected a 
fellow on tike 1 8thof February, 1779. 
It has also been farther observed, 
that though upwards of one hun- 
dred members were present, it was 
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tery seldom a candidate came so 
near to an unanimous election. 

The toil of intense study, and the 
exertions of a mind ever active and 
devoted to the service of learning;, 
humanity and the public weal, made 
their silent depredations on the 
health and spirits of Dr. Jebb ; but 
his mind suffered much more, from 
the interruptions which occurred in 
his friendship and intercourse with 
an individual. His sensibility, un- 
der what he justly conceived to be 
undeserved hard treatment, though 
it never destroyed the charity of his 
mind, frequently robbed it of its 
peace. 

In great affairs, no man possessed 
more confidence in the providence 
of God, but the disaffection of a 
friend wounded him deeply. The 
recollection of his conflicts under 
these circumstances, in one parti- 
cular case, is grievous, but the re- 
cital of them would be tedious, pos- 
sibly uninteresting, and, perhaps, 
incredible. 

It must suffice to say, that his lit- 
tle bark was obliged to slip anchor, 
while its master thoroughly sensible 
of preceding obligations during his 
stay in port, was diffident of bis own 
ability to guide the helm. And, 
having been led to expect, both a 
pilot and a convoy, was less pre- 
pared to contend with the winds and 
the waves which he must necessarily 
expect in the open sea. This distress 
led him at once to commit the suc- 
cess of his voyage to the blessing 
of God alone ; while certain partial 
attachments fixed his eye on the 
coast as it retreated from him. 
The motto which he assumed for 
his carriage, under these circum- 
stances was significant and well 
chosen, " favente Deo et amicis." 

To this, however, it may be pre* 
turned be gave a more significant 
translation, than would have occur- 
lejd to au indifferent spectator. 

■ELtAST HAS. NO. LXXVL 



A great part of three months, in 
the year 1779, was employed in 
attending on several of Sir Richard 
Jebb's patients, during his absence 
from town, on account of his health ; 
this, added to his own practice, and 
attendance on the lectures of Dr. 
Hunter, Dr. Keir and of Da Costa, 
and at the hospitals, fully employ* 
ed his time. 

The warm affection which Dr. 
Jebb had for the civil liberties of 
mankind, and the share he was dis- 
posed to take in their support, first 
appeared . before the public eye, in 
" An address to the freeholders of 
Middlesex," assembled at free ma- 
sons' tavern in Greet Queen-street, 
on Monday, December 20th, 1779, 
for the purpose of establishing meet- 
ings to maintain and support the 
freedom of election. Upon this 
occasion he communicated to 
James Townsend, esq. chairman of 
that meeting, the above address, un- 
der the signature of "Salus publica," 
presuming, that if the sentiments 
appeared to be founded in reason, 
they would not be the k-ss regard- 
ed, on account of their being sug- 
gested by an unknown individual. 

This address was immediately 
printed and very soon passed 
through three editions, each being 
enlarged, bytrfe addition of fresh 
matter ; and in 17&2, followed " the 
fourth edition corrected," which al- 
so bore 'our author's name iu the 
title page. 

While this little tract app?ared 
anonymous, its character was decid- 
ed with justice, and determined by 
its own intrinsic merit. " The au- 
thor of this 1 address," says a writer 
in a periodical publicatipn, " is a 
close thinker and a sound reasoner. 
His .observations on county meet- 
ings are ottered "with a view to ren- 
der such assemblies of real consti- 
tutional and permanent ettect, for 
redress of national gri«vaiist»^ and 
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even, if occasion require, for a re- 
formation of the constitution itself: 
the, write.r'8 arguments are con- 
ceived with solidity, and urged with 
judgment and temper. '* 

There appeared, soon afterwards, 
some " Observations" on this ad- 
dress, intended 'to ridicule it; but 
both the weapon and the warrior 
were unequal to the opposition of 
truth, defended by one of her most 
faithful sons and able champions. 

On the 2d of February 17% a 
vary large and respectable meeting 
of the electors and inhabitants of 
the city and liberty of Westminster, 
was held in Westminster-hall, for 
the purpose of petitioning parlia- 
ment, for the correction of the 
gross abuses in the expenditure of 
public money; for the reduction of 
all exorbitant emoluments ; for the 
rescinding and abolishing all sine- 
cure places and unmerited pensions ; 
and for the appropriation of the pro- 
duce to the necessities of the state. 
The petition being unanimously 
voted, and Mr. Fox appointed to 
present the same to the House of 
Coiuinon, that gentleman declared 
the strongest reprobation of the 
principles and conduct «f the ad- 
ministration of that time, with all 
his usual force of argument and elo- 
quence. 

J>r. Jebb now rose* for the first 
time, to address a popular assembly 
upon a political question. Without 
any previous design or preparation, 
but roused by the zeal and integri- 
ty of his own heart, he now public- 
ly " congratulated the friends of 
liberty upon the good sense and 
firmness which were manifested in 
the resolutions of that day. Reso- 
lutions, important in themselves, 
but still mare important in their 
consequences ; as, from, the calm 

• See Monthly Review, vol. liu. p. 81. 



and temperate demeanour of the 
people upon that occasion, he form- 
ed an happy presage, that points of 
still greater consequence, which 
concerned the very existence of the 
constitution, would be established 
by me^ns equally pacific. 

" He expressed his pleasure also 
in observing the union that prevail- 
ed among all ranks of people on 
that occasion. He saw the noble- 
man, the gentleman, the artisan, 
the mechanic ; in short, every des- 
cription of men, united in opposing; 
tjie arbitrary measures of an aban- 
doned administration, and those 
principles of. corruption which had 
so much disgraced this age and 
nation* 

" He lamented the principles and 
practices of the times, with respect 
to the election of members ot, 
parliament ; the assumed power of 
the' few to dictate to the many in » 
point of so much consequence, as 
the representation of the people. 
He insisted, that the city and liber- 
ty pf Westminster afforded melan- 
choly instances of this .unconstitu- 
tional interference; that itbecanu, 
the inhabitants to exert themselves, 
and to' seat the men in parliiiwenj 
who were the real objects of theot 
unbiassed' choice ; that he wished 
them to attend to the glorious ex- 
amples set by the county of Mid- 
dlesex, and carry the man of their 
choice, without expense, to the 
door of the House of Commons. 

" He proposed Mr. Fox as a man 
from whose abilities and firmnes this 
nation had every thing to hope; 
and be trusted that his public 
conduct, at that awful crisis, would 
be had in remembrance, as long as. 
the love of Uberty continued to br 
a passion in the breasts of English- 
men. He then moved. " that the 
Hon. Charles James, Fox, the chair- 
man of that meeting, be requested 
to offer himself a candidate to re- 
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present the city and liberty of 
Westminster in parliament at the 
ensuing general election." 

About the latter end of the same 
month, Dr. Jebb was appointed by 
the committee of the county of 
Huntingdon, one of their deputies 
to attend a meeting in London of re- 
presentatives from certain other pe- 
titioning counties, in order to con- 
cert measures for the more effectual 
reform of the present constitution 
of the House of Commons. 

The deputies met accordingly at 
the St. Alban's tavern, on March 11, 
1780, and continued their meetings 
by several adjournmeiits : in the 
Conclusion of their deliberations, 
they agreed to a " Memorial, con- 
taining reasons for a plan of national 
association." This memorial was 
worthy of the wisdom and spirit 
which prevailed at this meeting; 
and being one of those public pa- 
pers which is congenial with the 
spirit of Englishmen, the reading of 
it will animate the' heart of every 
true friend to his country, while he 
laments that the matter contained in 
it remains, at this day, only a mat- 
ter in speculation. 

The^ ' electors and" inhabitants of 
Westminster met again in West- 
minster-hall oh the 6th of April, a- 
greeably to the adjournment at their 
former meeting. When Mr. Fox 
had concluded his address to the 
electors, Dr. Jebb arose, and in an 
animated speech, wherein was dis- 
played a warrnth of patriotic attach- 
ment, which reflected the highest 
lustre on his character, recommend- 
ed to the electors of the city of 
Westminster to expressly stipulate 
with its candidates, that they should 
erideavdur, incessantly, to procure 
annual parliaments', and a more e- 
«mal representation of the people. 
He clearly pointed out the benefits 
that' wouW accrue to the puBlic 
f*om wach measures: evinced the 



absolute necessity of exertinsr spirit* 
ed efforts in the present alarming 
state of national affairs >, and assert- 
ed with a firm and amiable fervour, 
that the act passed in, the reign of 
Edward the third, to establish an- 
nual parliaments, did not make, but 
legalize a prescriptive right' that 
formed" ah essential part in the an- 
cient constitution of this country. 
He introduced some elegant and 
highly merited 'encomiums on Mr. 
Fox, and was received with that 
strong and hearty approbation 
which his disinterested and manly 
exertions in the cause of freedom 
must excite in every friend of his 
country. 

It is certain that Mr. Fox owed 
much of his success to the support 
and active zeal of Dft Jebb; and he 
ever acknowledged the superior 
credit he derived from the coun- 
tenance of s6 distinguished a citi- 
zen. 

On the election of the new par- 
liament in September, 1780, Mr. 
Fox was returned for Westminster. 
Previous to his election, the mo- 
tives of Dr. Jebb's attachment to 
him,, were somewhat explained; "I 
am determined," says he, " to sup- 
port Mr. Fox's election, having 
proposed him for his past parliamen- 
tary conduct; having met his ideas 
on toleration* and o n Lord Beau- 

* In the very idea of religion* tolera- 
tion, tPi< state is supposed to concede that 
as a favour, which is due as a matter ef 
right ; bur ought never to be received by 
the subject without an explicit reserva- 
tion of the claim to established and c- 
qual liberty. It is now, however, no 
more than a just tribute to the noble con- 
duct of Mr; Fox in parliament, on Wed- 
nesday, March 28, 17.fi 7, (when the late 
application for the repeal of the corpora- 
tion and test acts, was before the house,) 
to observe, that he acquitted himself in 
a manner which did the highest honour to 
his eopipreaenaiea of thegreat principles 
of universal and unqualified toleration, 
and to ie magnanimity of his own mind. 
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champ's bill: and he having been 
the steady opponent of an adminis- 
tration aiming at rendering the 
king despotic, and being now op- 
posed to that administration, it 
would be criminal to desert." 

The doubts which this paper may 
seem to import, had no respect as 
to his preference andattachment at 
this time, to Mr. Fox, but to the 
suggestions and importunities of 
some well intentioned friends, lead- 
ing to some forbearance in his polir 
tical engagements. 

Several, gentlemen, friends of the 
liberties of their country, and con- 
fident in the excellence and congeni- 
ality of the constitution of England 
with the manly spirit of its inha- 
bitants, conceiving that their e- 
uual and legal rights needed but to 
be known, to be supported, formed 
an institution in London for the 
very desirable purpose of circulat- 
ing a better knowledge of our 
rights. In the month of April, this 
design took place, by the establish- 
ment of " the society for constitu- 
tional information." Dr. Jebb wag 
one of the most zealous promoters 
of this institution at its commence- 
xnent, and was a constant attendant 
at their meetings, and an occasion- 
al con tributor to th eir publications » 
T'he society have already published 
•bveral valuable papers, and done 
gtOttt arid extensive good. The 
compass of their design, and their 
inducement to the undertaking are 
w%J I expressed by themselves; "the 
design of this society," say they, 
"is to diffuse throughout the king* 
dtfrh, as universally as possible, a 
knowledge of the great principles 
oF constitutional freedom, particu- 
larly such as respect the election 
arriS duration of the representative 
bflfly. 1 With this view, constitution* 
aJiforcts,' intended for the exten- 
sfcn of this knowledge, apd to.com- 
mujricatfe ft to person* of att rinks, 



are printed and distributed gratis at 
the expense of the society. Essays, 
and extracts from various authors, 
calculated to promote the same de- 
sign, are also published under tho 
direction of the society, in several of 
the newspapers; and it is the wish of 
the society to extend this know- 
ledge throughout every part of the 
united kingdoms, and to conviuce 
men of all ranks, that it is their, in- 
terest as well as their duty,-tp sup- 
port a free constitution, and to main- 
tain and assert, those common righby 
which are essential to the dignity 
and to the happiness of human nature, 

" To procure short parliaments 
and a more equal representation of 
the people, are the primary objt<Jts 
of the attention of this- society, and 
they wish to disseminate that know* 
ledge among their countrymen, 
which may lead them to a general 
sense of the importance of these ob- 
jects, and which may- induce then]} 
to contend for their rights a* roes, 
and as citizens, with atdour and 
with firmness 

" The communication of sound po- 
litical knowledge to the people at 
large must be of great national ad- 
vantage; as nothing but ignorance 
of their natural rights, or inattention 
to the consequence of those rights 
to their interest and happiness, can 
induce the majority of the inhabi- 
tants of any country to submit to 
any species of civil tyranny. Pub- 
lic freedom is the source of national 
dignity and of nation?! felicity, and 
it is tbe duty of every friend to vir- 
tue and mankind to exert himself 
in the promotion of it-*" 

Dr. Petit, one of the physicians 
of St. Bartholomew's hospital, dying 
the 26th of May, Dr. Jebb offered 
himself a Candidate to succeed to 

•See Tracts published and distributed 

gratis, by the society for constitutional in* 
formation. Tot. IsMrvb. 19i3 r p. J and * 
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that appointment. The election 
came on the 23d of .Tune ; when his 
antagonist succeeded by a great ma- 
jority. Many circumstances con- 
spired to defeat the reasonable ex- 
pectation of the friends of Dr. Jebb. 

The Lords S , H , 

D , Jtc. went down in 

person to vote against him ; Lord 
North followed them, bat did not 
reach the place of voting till the e- 
lection was determined ; hi* inclina- 
tion, however, being well known, 
his troops had secured a victory be- 
fore their general arrived. 

Dr. Jebb's failure in hiselection into 
St. Bartholomew's hospital, may be 
considered as a public loss, as he had 
formed tvodesigos.frieojly to the im- 
provement and extension of medical 
knowledge ; and these were depen- 
dent on his success. The first was, 
to have the case of every patient 
particularly stated ; and every 
symptom 4nd application in the pro- 
gress of the disease minutely taken 
down by the student. So that the 
hisi Dry of one case being applied to 
another, the similarity might be as- 
certained by a minute registration of 
all the symptoms; and a certainty 
introduced in. regard to the know- 
ledge of the disease and its re- 
medy, hitherto unknown in me- 
dicine. The other was, to give a 
course of liberal and familiar lec- 
tures in medicine, which might be 
completed by the pupil's attendance 
in town for six weeks ortwo months; 
and these he more particularly de- 
signed for young gentlemen and 
clergymen, previous to their retreat 
into situations, in the country, where 
valuable professional assistance is 
very sparingly scattered, 

The opposition which was made 
to his election at St. Bartholomew's* 
followed him ia the winter, when he 
offered himself at St. Thomas's hos- 
pital in the Borough. Indeed, be 
relinquished tus pretensions there, 



sooner than in the former place, but 
for no other reason, than because he 
found that all his political principles 
were likely to be again objected to 
him, and to hazard, his success. 

Dr. Priestley publishing in 1780, 
his " Harmony of the Evangelists in 
English," subjoined some notes 
which were communicated to him by 
Dr. Jebb; and these are severally 
marked by the initial letter of tut 
name. 

Dr. Jebb loved the study of the- 
law, rather than the profession of it. 
But being in some degree hurt by 
the disappointment of bis benevolent 
designs in bis medical profession, by 
an opposition so determined and vio- 
lent, he had formed an idea of turn- 
ing his attention to the study of the 
law. With this design, be admitted 
himself of Lincoln's- inn, the 9th of 
November 1780, but soon gave up 
every thought of changing his pro- 
fession ; tor his ability and skill in 
physic, secured to him good prac- 
tice in the circle of private individu- 
als, who, in attention of their 
own health, renounced the influence 
of their party ; a circumstance, which 
so frequently involves the loss of 
their credit, when choosing a physi- 
cian on any public establishment. 

A second delegation which met 
in Guildhall, London, on the 3d of 
March, was formed from several 
petitioning counties. These dele- 
gates concurred in a petition to par- 
liament in their own names, as free- 
holders of their several counties, in 
order to meet the formal rules of the 
bouse. 

Dr. Jebb, in the execution of this 
delegated trust, had, with reluctance, 
acquiesced in some of the measures 
proposed by his colleagues; and 
when their meetings were discon- 
tinued, he explained himself upon 
the subject, in "A letter t'o Sir 
Robert Bernard, ban. chairman of 
the. Huntingdonshire committee." 
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This letter, which is dated May the 
13th, 1781, be afterwards published. 

•• The great point, as it appeared 
so him, (according to a private me- 
morandum,) was not to prevail with 
the deputies, but to animate the 
people to assert the three rights, 
riz. the right of voting to household- 
ers, equal representation, annual p- 
lection." And, refer.iug more par- 
ticularly to himself, he observes, with 
his own usual candour and distrust 
of himself, - be open to advice, be 
temperate in the assembly of the 
deputies, be steady in the committee; 
in addresses to the people be zealous, 
and call upon them to assert their 
rights." 

Jo the year 1781, Dr. Jebb con- 
tinued to labour in the public cause. 

Upon the subject of parliamen- 
tary reform, bis mind was .clear and 
determined. His sentiments may 
best be collected from extracts from 
one of his private letters, dated Au- 
gust?, 1781, to a much respected 
character, whose indefatigable ser- 
vices in.the cause of a parliamentary 
reform always received their due 
prajse from our author, though he 
differed from him essentially in some 
Very important points. " You say 
the future conduct of the commit* 
tee will much depend on circum- 
stances, and particularly on the ap- 
pearances of a better and more ge- 
neral support next winter: but why 
do you mention winter on this occa- 
sion? Is it because parliament 
meets in the winter? Are our 
hopes of reformation then still to de- 
pend upon parliament ? llpon that 
parliament which it ought to be the 
purpose of every friend to bis coun- 
try to reform : "a parliament which 
qan only be reformed by a recur- 
rence to the principles of the con- 
stitution, and the strenuous exertions 
of the collective body of the people ? 
U is strange, as an able man well 
observes, that it shall be allowed to 



the representative to make every 
innovation iu the constitution thai 
selfishness and treason can suggest, 
and at the same time to hesitate whe- 
ther the constituent has a right to 
reform what the villainy of the ser- 
vant hath deranged. I am satisfied 
that the people, in their assemblies, 
may constitutionally appoint com- 
mittees, Svith full power to correct 
the abuses of representation, and 
are under no obligation to treat with 
any other parties, than the nobility 
and the king. 

" In my opinion, the spirit of ac- 
commodation will ruin all; nor can 
any good purpose be answered by 
conceding to measures which the 
j udgment disapproves. 

" Equal representation, sessional 
parliaments, awl the universal right 
of suffrage, are alone worthy of an 
Englishman's regard ; no difficulties, 
no dangers, no sufferings, will in- 
duce me to decline bearing my share 
in any constitutional exertion for 
their attainment. I look upon them 
as attainable, though probably not so 
speedily as we could wish ; an.d I am 
confident in my former opinion, that 
the whofe may be more easily obtain- 
ed, than a part. The constitution of 
the Common's House of Parliament 
can never he restored gradatim, nor 
by any other power than that to 
which it owes its existence ; 1 mean 
the power of the people, whose pro- 
per weight and authority in the 
scale of government, is now rising 
in every part of Europe; and, I trust, 
will not. in this country, much long- 
er be depressed, either by _ lust of 
power in tbe monarch, or aristocratic 
jealousy in the peer. 

" Tbe plan of parliamentary re- 
formation which I laid before Sir 
George Saville, in 1776, and before the 
freeholders of Middlesex, in the close 
of tbe year J779, I have thought it 
my duty to keep uniformly in view ; 
although, through a desire of pro- 
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muting unanimity, not very hand- 
comely requited, I have consented 
to partial measures, and have been 
content to use the language of ser- 
vility to a tribunal, which, at the mo- 
meat, I esteemed corrupt. 

" I must also beg leave to observe, 
that the friends of MajorCartwright's 
system have been indefatigable in 
their endeavours to keep up the spirit 
of the friends of liberty in every 
part of the kingdom, although they 
saw measures embraced, in prefer- 
ence to those which they verily be- 
lieved would have awakened the 
slumbering virtue of the people ; and 
that they have too great a regard 
for the sacred cause they are en» 
gaged in, to suspend their eftbrts on 
account of a difference in opinion ; 
nor is it probable, thatever the e- 
vent you dread, viz. the breaking 
up of the present associations, which 
they hate uniformly exerted them- 
selves to keep to being, will induce 
them finally to despond. 

" Having said thus much respect- 
ing What is past, permit me to otter 
a few words with respect to future 
proceedings* 

"The cause we are engaged in, is 
a cause which 1 honour anil true pa- 
triotism will not suffer any man to 
relinquish, who has embraced it up- 
on a proper principle ; and, there- 
tore, I am confident, the gentlemen 
of Yorkshire will steadily persevere. 
A similar perseverance of the virtu- 
ous, may be expected in every other 
part of England Of this they may 
be persuaded, that if, without re- 
gard to party, and with a proper de- 
gree of vigour, they shall embrace 
measures founded injustice, and the 
constitution,, and of which the util- 
ity is evident to ordinary apprehen- 
sion, ihey will meet with the full 
concurrence of the people ; ajid.that^ 
concurrence will «oaWe them to af- 
fect their purpose. Conscious that 
suet* princrpKis as wit) abide the 



trial, actuate my heart, I place my 
confidence in the protection of hea- 
ven. I therefore will not, indeed I 
cannot despond. 

" With respect to the difference 
of sentiment, it must be. excepted 
for a time ; only let us not obstruct 
free discussion of the subject ; let U9 
rather sedulously promote it, and all 
will be well. Let us reflect, that true 
unanimity flourishes only where 
free discussion hath previously* pre- 
vailed ; and that as the Common's 
Iiouseof Parliament cannot be said tt> 
be restored to freedom and indepen- 
dence, unless it speaks the senti- 
ments of th» English people, every 
Englishman has a right to be con- 
sulted in its formation." 

Mr. Cartwright in his dedication 
to Dr. John Jebb, Mr. Lofft, and 
Mr. Grenville Sharp, of one of his 
valuable tracts entitled, " Give us 
our rights, w end published V782, very 
properly considers them as " indefa- 
tigable fellow-labourers in the great 
work of vindicating the violated 
rights and betrayed liberties of our 
country." He adds further, and with 
great justice, that " they were men, 
who, with minds elevated above the 
mistaken pride and the selfish inter- 
ests of the world, were inflexibly 
just to the rights and dearest inter- 
ests of hui.- >niiy und freedom, in 
every country and in every clime." 
On the 20i h of March, 1782, lord 
North resigned his place in his ma- 
jesty's council*. Dr. Jebb wrote to 
iVlr.Fox a congratulatory letter up- 
on the occasion, am), in a few days-, 
a new administration was formed, 
wherein Mr. Fox was appointed ooe 
of tiie principal secretaries of suie. 
Dr. Jebb cordially concurred in the 
address which was presented to the 
king on this occasion from the inha- 
bitants el' Westminster; but declin- 
ed to gi> up with it, tbat" he might 
be esteemed free in the great point 
of reform." 
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own fever was inflammatory, and 
brought on only by over exertions 
in attending patients while under 
that tendency. 

His recovery was followed by ft 
return to all bis various attentions, 
in which neither his patients, nor the 
public, found any slackness. 

In a private letter to Major CarU 
wrtgbt, written about this time, Dr. 
Jebb has very minutely described 
the leading features of his own con* 
duct " It is not my nature," says 
he, " to give way to expediency at 
the expense of right. Moderation, 
when real, I honour; but timidity, 
or cruft, under that appearance, 1 de- 
test." 

During the summer season in this 
year be had various fluctuations in 
bis health and spirits. His friendly 
affections for some who were un- 
worthy of them, were oftentimes 
the cause of much pneasiitess. But 
while he " cordially rejoiced in the 
practice of his profession," he found 
himself unable to pursue his old ha- 
bits of study. In August be weut 
to Brighthelmslone, for the sake of 
retirement, and change of air, both 
of which were thought necessary for 
the recovery of his health. 

The volunteers of Ireland applied 
by letter, in the year 1783, to the 
Earl of Effingham, Dr. Price, Major 
Cartwright, Dr. Jebb, and Mr. Wy 
viil, for their sentiments on the pro- 
posed reform in the parliament of 
that kingdom. The correspondence 
which ensued appeared in the puujia 
prints, and, for the most part was af- 
terwards reprinted io,one tract.* Mr. 
Wy v ill's letters were like wise publish' 
ed together by himsell.f as were also 



In the midst of the several chang- 
es which took place at this time in 
the administration pf government, 
no consideration was taken by the 
new roioisiers to avail themselves of 
the abilities of Dr. Jebb ; this is 
mentioned at a fact, and with a 
tiew to contradict a contrary report. 
Aud it is equally certain, that he 
bad determined never to accept of 
any place. From a very respect- 
able quarter it was suggested lo Dr. 
Jebb, that his services would be 
very acceptable in the corporation 
of London, and that as alderman's 
gown only waited his acceptance. 
But the duties of magistracy in 
the metropolis were incompatible 
with bis medical attentions; and 
therefore,. he did not hesitate to de- 
cline an office which be could not 
discharge. And yet, singular as it 
may seem to suppose our author en- 
robed in aldermanic far, few men 
were better calculated than he was, 
for the impartial administration of 
justice, or the internal regulation of 
the police of London, consistent 
with every security of liberty and 
morals. 

In the midst of Dr. Jebb's politi- 
cal exertions, he persevered in his 
wonted attention to the duties and 
studies of bis profession. His at- 
tendance on bis patienu, aud the 
cultivation. of his own mind, were 
equally unremitted. And as long 
as bis health would admit hisvisiting 
the sick, his practice increased. In 
the autumn of 1782 he published some 
" Select cases of the disorder com- 
monly termed the paralysis of the 
lower extremities. To which is add- 
ed a case of catalepsy." 

In the latter end of November in 
this year. Dr. Jebb was seized wiib 
a violent illness, which was suppos- 
ed to proceed from his attending a 
family in a putrid fever.of which the 
father and child died, and the rest <>f 
the house were infected; but his 



* See" A collection of the letters which 
have been addressed to the volunteers of 
Ireland, on the subject of a parliamentary 
reform by the Earl of Effingham, &c. 8vo. 
1789, printed for J. Stockdale. 

I Sec " Letters addimcd to the seat- 
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those of Dr. Jebb. It is an more 
than justice to say, that the noble 
Lord, and the rest of the gentlemen 
to whom the volunteers applied, 
shewed themselves cniin-rellors very 
competent to resolve their ques- 
tions, and give them all the informa- 
tion tbey sought upon the important 
subject of their inquiry. It was said 
that there were persons, high in 
public office at that time, who were 
disposed to consider some of the let* 
ters of these gentlemen as obnoxi- 
ous to the censure of the law. But 
it seems the better principles and bet- 
ter judgment of some of their asso- 
ciates prevailed against the design 
of adopting some violent measures. 
And men, who were devoted to the 
public cause, were not to be intimi- 
dated by menace, while they justly 
conceived that they were serving the 
cause of constitutional liberty in its 
strongest bold, and had written no 
matter in their correspondence that 
was legally reprehensible. 

In the autumn of the year 1783, 
Dr. Jebb removed from Craven- 
street to a house in Parliament-street. 
There was a disposition among some 
of his brethren to elect him a fellow 
of the college of physicians, but 
this design was over-ruled by tiie 
apparent contrary inclination of the 
majority of that learned body. How- 
ever, op his return from Brigbthel.ii> 
stone his business awaited him, aitd 
improved. 

The American war he bad deeply 
reprobated as founded in oppression 
and injustice : the conclusion of it, 
in the event, met his ideas in the 
advancement of general liberty, and 
'■ . ii ■ ■ ■ . i < m 

snittee of Belfast on the proposed reforma- 
tion of the parliament of Ireland, by the 
Rev. Christopher Wysill To which is 
prefixed, the first letter from that commit- 
tee, which occasioned this correspondence: 
also Jilf. Wy villi address to the freehold- 
«rs of Yorkshire.'* Printed at York, f™- J. 
Stocjcdale, London, 4to. 1783. 
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he rejoiced in it accordingly. In a 
letter to a friend at Paris in Sep' em- 
ber 1783. he wvites; " I rejoice 
that you saw that truly great man 
Dr. Franklin, t beg you will make 
my acknowledgments to him for 
his kind inquiries after my health, 
and assure him that for the sake of 
America, for the sake of England, 
for the sake of the species, I 
do most heartily rejoice, and cordi- 
ally congratulate him on the final 
close of the American war. A con- 
test which, for seven years agitated 
my mind with feelings not to be des- 
cribed j but in the whole course of 
which, I had but one wish, viz. that 
victory and honour might rest on that 
cause, which, in an especial man- 
ner, was the cause of justice and of 
freedom. Thank heaven ! it has 
prospered beyond my expectations. 
I hope the fair example will do ser- 
vice to remotest ages ; and the acts 
of freemen on the other side of the 
Atlantic, inspire our countrymen on 
this with a similar spirit, in case they 
should be injured in the same man- 
ner." 

Dr. Jebb was one among the few 
persons who first set on loot "The 
society for promoting the knowledge 
of the Scriptures." which was insti- 
tuted on the 29th of September, 
1783, and whose meetings continue 
to be held at Essex-house. The 
*• Sketch of thejr plan" was chief- 
ly written by him ; but his follow- 
ing-ill health and many avocations 
prevented hint from furnishing any 
subsequent papers. 

After the coalition between M". 
Fox, and Lord Monh, and many of 
their respective adherents. Dr. Jebb 
lost all confidence in public men. 
His opinion will be best described by 
hi* conduct, and in iiis own words, in 
the form »f resolutions moved and pass- 
ed at a meeting m Westminster hall 
on Saturday, i ei>. 1+, 1784. The re- 
solutions relertedto, were astulluwia, 

vy 



390 



Memoirs of John 3 ebb, M.D. F.R.S. [Nov. 



first, " that the coalition formed be- 
tween the Right Hon C. J. Fox, and 
the Right Hon. Frederic Lord Nonh, 
was injurious to the cause of freedom, 
and ol public virtue; and that the 
conduct of the consecjuentadiniiistra- 
tion was highly detrimental to the 
interests of Great Britain and Ire- 
land." Secondly, " thai it is essen- 
tial to the cause of public freedom, 
that all ranks and orders of men 
should unite and associate in favour 
of a substantial reform in the repre- 
sentation of" the Commons, and that 
this or any ; administration, willde- 
serve the support and confidence of 
the country, in proportion to the 
zeal with which they shall bring 
forward, and endeavourto carry into 
effect that salutary purpose." 

In explanation of these resolu- 
tions, and before the moving of 
them* he observed to the elector* of 
Westminster " that such defections 
from pi inciple had ever an immediate 
tendency to lessen the confidence of 
the public in men, who hereafter 
should be- disposed to serve them 
with fidelity and zeal; that the ob- 
ject of that hateful union was pow- 
er, not the good of the country ; 
that the intercourse with America' 
had been incumbered with odious 
and unnecessary restrictions : the 
just claims of the Irish nation to a 
tun representation in parliament was 
thwarted Dy tne com Dined influence 
pf both factions; and that a bill 
had been introduced respecting the 
.bast-Indie.*, subversive of the con- 
stitution, and establishing regulations 
and a form ci* government, in its 
consequences more oppressive to the 
natives than the unjust and unwar- 
rantable domination it proposed to 
remedy ; and, at the same tijne, crea- 
tive of an influence at home, which 
would, unavoidably lead to abuses of 
the most enormous kind. In the 
next place, he adverted to the St; 
Albtm's meeting for forming it min- 



istry on the broad basis of an union 
of parties, the principle of which 
be reprobated in the seyere.--t lan- 
guage; that the u.iiou ihey recom- 
mended would be obstructive of the 
small portion of liberty which yet 
remained to us ; that ns object Was 
to impose a ministry upon the na- 
tion, by a combination of ipen, 
who, looking to that parliamentary 
interest which appointed them, would 
act in defiance Of the nation, and 
subject the country to an house of 
commons, which, so far from being 
a real representation of the people, 
was a combination of factions, over 
which the people, could have no 
coutroul." 

From hence Dr. Jehb took occa- 
sion to ppint out " the necessity of 
a substantia) and radical reform in 
the representation, and insisted upon 
the propiiety of bringing forward 
that measure at the present crisis; 
that Ireland was determined Ut ac- 
complish her purpose; Scotland 
had manifested a similar disposition; 
anil that it behoved every .bullish- 
man as he valned his liberly, tl.e 
glory of his country, long tarnish* 
ed by the influence of evii counsels, 
and the good of posterity, to be ur- 
gent ib his endeavours to effect so 
desirable a measure ; a measure, 
which could alone restore vigour aifd 
uhauiuiiiy to the public counnefs, 
and virtue to the great body of the 
nation. He conjured his tounti)- 
loen never to abandon rights so sa- 
cred; that liberty had long been the 
characteristic boast' of Englishmen ; 
atid that liberty, public virtue, na- 
tional honour, commerce, and in- 
ternal prosperity, would revive and 
begin ib flourish at that' auspicious 
hoof wheli a riefbrtn in. the representa- 
tion was established by the concurrent 
exertions ofthe friends of'fieeO'om:'" 
At the commencement of th« me- 
morable contest lot the ci»y of West* 
minster, on the first of* Apiil.' 1K84, 
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Dr. Jebb appeared on the hustings, 
and nominated Sir Cecil Wray, as a 
proper person to represent his fellow- 
citizens in parliament. Unconnect- 
ed with every party, as such, be to' 
ted neither for the new candidate re- 
commended by the newly-appointed 
ministry ; nor for Mr. Fox, whose 
coalition with Lord North, he ever 
considered as an unpardonable de- 
fection from principle in the man 
whom, on all other accounts, he 
greatly honoured and admired. 

The effect of a reform in the re- 
presentation, he justly conceived, 
would' appear in every political 
measure, by affording the utmost 
perfection of political wisdom, in- 
tegrity, and confidence. Its influence 
npOn an union with Ireland, he ob- 
served, in a letter to Mr. Joy, of 
Belfast, dated November the 28th, 
1784. " With respect to your con- 
nexion with this country," says he, 
" no man is more satisfied of the 
necessity of a federal union than 
myself, but I have long imagined 
that every attempt to settle such 
connexion, upon an equitable per- 
manent basis, will be impracticable, 
until parliaments are elected, which 
shall fairly represent the real inter- 
ests of each country, which shall 
promote the substantial interest of 
both, and, at the same time, pre- 
vent the possibility of future dis- 
cord." 

Dr. Jebb had every attention paid 
to him from the friends of the cotj. 
mon cause. He had been the dele- 
gate fr»m the committee of Hunt- 
ingdonshire, the confidential friend 
of a respectable committee of cor- 
respondence appointed by the dele- 
gates of forty-five volunteer corps in 
Ireland ; and was afterwards elected 
a member of tbe committee of the 
county of Caernarvon. 

In tbe autumn of 1784, he 
went to Cheltenham, but returned 
from theoce, with as little advantage 



to his health as he had the preceding 
year visited Buxton. While at 
Cheltenham, and, for several weeks 
afterwards, during his confinement 
at home- lie studied the Saxon lan- 
guage, the Anglo-Saxon laws, Eng- 
lish history and antiquities, with a 
view to examine into our criminal 
code, and' particular points of liberty. 
The vigour of his mind was still e- 
qual to the furnishing himnelf with 
tbis fresh store of knowledge ; he 
foresaw the advantage of such an ac- 
quisition in the investigation of the 
legal rights of Englishmen, and had 
■desigSed. to have employed it in the 
support of some great constitutional 
questions, which he considered as es* 
sential to the freedom of his coun- 
try * 

But as the year began to dawn, 
it was very observable to many of 
his friends that, according to every 
appearance, and without some very 
great and singular effort of nature, 
his increased debility would defeat 
every exertion of the most judicious 
medical assistance, and terminate 
the remaining sparks of human 
life. 

In this enfeebled state Ii is mind 
was active. His " Thoughts on 
prisons" were printed, and circu- 
ited in tbe county of Suffolk in 
1785. 

Dr. Jebb was able to prescribe 
without any loss of judgment, dur- 
ing his own last illness, to, such indis- 
positions of his friends as would ad- 
mit of their attendance at his own 



•Dr. jebb had much considered the state 
of the criminal law of this country, and 
Was convinced of the great necessity of 
a revision of the whole penal code. At 
his instance, Mr. Lofft published his cata- 
logue of penal statutes. Dr. Jebb fre- 
quently observed not only the readiness, 
but the carelessuess with which such laws 
were frequently passed, and which of Sn 
William Meredith ouce veryseasmaljy 
arid properly apprised the bous*. 
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house, not merely with the skill of 
the physician, but with all the ar- 
dour and affection of the friend. 

In Fehroary he moved to Egham 
for a fortnight or three weeks, bat 
without any other apparent prospect 
than a speedy dissolution. - And yet, 
in this late period, his mind was 
sensibly delighted with the openings 
of nature, and he expressed him- 
self to that effect in a letter to his 
intimate and much valued friend, 
Mr. Brand Hollis ; " The sight of 
nature," says he, •* in her first exer- 
tions, is itself enough to make a 
man better. I think I feel its 
force." 

He survived his return to his house 
in Parliament-street about a week, 
and on the evening of Thursday, 
March the 2d, 1786, about eight 
o'clock, he breathed his last, having 
only a few weeks before entered on 
the 51st year of his age. 

His remains were buried in Bon- 
hill-fields burying-ground, on Thurs- 
day, March 9, attended by many of 
his friends to the, place of interment. 
The scene was awful as there seem- 
ed not an heart insensible of the loss 
sustained in the death ol so excel- 
lent a man. 

To draw out biscbaracter at length 
would be again to recite his life and 
labours, or to obtrude the partial 
judgment of a friend, when the read- 
er is made fully competent to form 
his own. The reputation of Dr. 
Jebb rests on the most solid and 
lasting basis, while it is left to rest 
trpon his own unsullied, amiable, and 
useful life. 

Examine his conduct, and the 
nearer yon view it, the more dis- 
tinctly will yon observe bis 
never censing pursuit of know- 
ledge and truth ; and his ne- 
ver once departing from his own 
well formed principles and convic- 
tions. And in all his differences 
with others, you cannot tail to mark 



his candour in speaking of the per- 
sons and motives of bis adversaries, 
however severely he reprobated their 
opinions and conduct. 

In every point of view, he ap- 
pears to advantage, and is deserving 
of much praise. In his own acquire- 
ments he united the various merit* 
which have been ascribed to men of 
the most distinguished eminence. 
As a ditiue, he truly deserved the 
character which was given by Eras- 
mus of William Latimer, " vere 
theologus, integritate vita; conspicu- 
us." As a physician, we may, with 
great troth, apply to him, what 
Casaubon said of Galen, " critico- 
rum, dob minus quam medicorum 
principem." As a patriot, we may 
mark htm in the character of Sid- 
ney, " sanctus amor patriae dat aoi- 
mum." 

In fine, " full Hie vir, patres con- 
scripti, atcut scitis, cum foris clarus* 
turn domi admirandus; neque rebus 
extern is magis laudandus, quam insti- 
lutis domesticis." 

A peculiar characteristic of thin 
great man, and which regulated his 
conduct, was. that after unremitted 
thoughts and inquiries, he never, 
from interest, passion, or prejudice, 
deviated from what he esteemed 
the right line of rectitude; well 
knowing with Cicero, that oftentimes, 
one deviation leads the mind so far 
astray, as never to be able to recov- 
er again the strait road. 

He was always suspicious of pow- 
er, from observing the general abuse 
of it ; be dreaded kings, from con- 
sidering their education and the per- 
sons who frequent couits, where 
truth cannot enter. 

He died a martyr to his zeal and 
activity in promoting knowledge, 
piety, and virtue; for bis public 
energies ruined his constitution, and 
brought on a gradual decay. But 
he, equally disregarding the frown* 
or approbations of courts, the dread 
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of poverty, or deserted aid age, 
went on bis way, rejoicing in the 
approbation of bis own conscience, 
»nd hoping to meet hereafter in the 
approving smiles of Heaven, a re- 
ward for all his labours. 

His excellent consort, whose mas- 
culine mind understood and was in 
unison with all his principles, was 
pre-eminently distinguished by her 
loss ; she had the remembrance of 
bis talents and virtues to console her, 
which none can enjoy, but those 
who, like her, possessed his spirit. 

Struck with the state of academi- 
cal discipline, Dr. Jebb proposed the 
liberal and great design of public 
examination, impartially to include 
every order of students in the sever* 
al colleges, and of adequate encour- 
agement to every kind of proficien- 
cy. To him, as an individual, no 
change in the system was necessary 
for the acquirement of fame: fur, 
while excellence of any kind should 
be distinguished, bis would have a 
•hare, ampler than he was ever dis- 
posed to claim, in the estimation of 
the best judges. He was respected 
as a mathematician ; but still more 
as a philosopher. In his classical 
taste be was distinguished : his criti- 
cal learning and abilities were ac- 
knowledged even by those wlio 
would have wished to have seen tht-m 
exercised in less free and generous 
investigation. As a preacher, sim- 
plicity, clearness, peculiar power of 
persuasion, energy, and the advan- 
tages of voice and manner, judg- 
ment, candour, sincerity, sensibility, 
rendered him worthy to have bi-eu 
heard by an attic audience; worthy 
to inform, to animate, to possess with 
the love of truth and goodness, the 
reason and the hearts of a congrega- 
tion professing Christianity. 

But neither present honour, pre- 
ferment, nor all the inviting hopes 
the world coold ofler, were of pow- 
er to retain him in the church es- 



tablishment. When bis researches 
had settled a conviction that he owed 
a sacrifice to the cause of troth, 
whatever it might be, he had purity 
of mind voluntarily to encounter, 
and constancy to support. High, 
indeed, he stood amongst the noble 
assertorsof religious liberty : and be 
was farther destined to be the stren- 
uous, the enlightened defender of 
civil freedom on its most solid and 
comprehensive foundations. 

In this field of exertion, Eng- 
land, Ireland, India, America, and 
wherever else the rights of mankind 
seemed capable of being aided a» 
gainst fraud or. force, were to him 
the objects of an universal patriot- 
ism. The trial by juries, in sub- 
stance as well as form ; short parlia* 
me Ms ; equalized representation ; 
unrestricted exercise of the right of 
suffrage ; these were the securities, 
the constitutional claims of English- 
men, his efforts strove to establish. 
Far Irom carving and compromising 
bow much of their liberties should 
be indulged them, as a favour, he 
thought full and fair information 
was to be laid before theui ; and 
themselves to judge and to act up- 
on it. The mode of expressing 
and of giving effect to their sentH 
menu, which be suggested, may be 
seen in his " Letter to the chairman 
of the Huntingdonshire committee ;" 
and in subsequent tracts. It was di- 
rect, open, peaceful, and orderly. 
His benevolent zeal, his eloquence, 
his unwearied spirit, were exerted 
in toils like these. No confidence 
in any party, no admiration ui any 
man's abilities, uu opinion even of 
his virtues, do habits of attachment 
in politics, no influence of personal 
friendship, (and of friends he was 
the teudereat and the wannest,) 
could win his acquiescence to any 
act of injustice, any deflection from 
the great and indispensable rules of 
conduct, whatever were the plea. 
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*• In life and death the same ;" reso- 
lute wholly to resign himself to truth 
arrd the public, he lost in these ail 
inferior considerations : incorrupti- 
ble alike by hope or fear, by the 
l6ve of praise or the druati ofoblo. 
quy ; for to him all were light in the 
scale against any particle of duty. 

His application, his sagacity, 
knowledge, tenderness of attention 
in his medical profession, might be 
supported by testimony that would 
do honour to any roan. Not having 
been designed lor it, and having de- 
Toted to other duties much the great- 
er part of his life, he entered on the 
study and practice of physic, with a 
resolution of using such redoubled 
and persevering diligence, regardless 
either of latigue or hazard to his 
health, as should compensate for the 
circumstance of not having been 
earlier initiated ; ami nobly did be 
accomplish .this arduous attempt. 
But fie fell "overpowered by virtu- 
ous energies ;" rising into the fulness 
of medical fame, and, what he ever 
valued most, usefulness to others in 
their sufferings and dangers. 

His anxiety for his patients, and 
particularly for ihe poorest, was in- 
describable: it was of kindred tem- 
per to his patriotic solicitude for the 
welfare of his country. 

Thus great, anil various, and be- 
neficent, were his talents ; thus was 
he eminent in literature and in sci- 
ence ! Of manners unaffected, ele- 
gant, engaging, pure. In conversa- 
tion, the goodness and sweetness of 
his nature tempered that awe most 
men must otherwise have ielt from 
the vastness ol his abi lines, and the 
sublimity of his virtue. He was 
amiable, and even pleasant, in fami- 
liar intercourse, to a degree of serene 
gaiety; but of the. frivolous, in him 
there waw>"ihing; aad fioui gross 



or ill natured humour he was at the 
ureal est distance: of an heart the 
most benevolent, the firmest spirit^ 
virtue the most active, disinterested', 
devoted. 

A full and accurate delineation <yf 
this amiable, elevated, exemplary 
character, is not for the powers of 
the writer of this ; who, while en- 
deavouring to do justice to his me- 
mory, is oppressed, by the sense of 
the event of bis long dreaded depar- 
ture Irom us; by his friends ibnfr 
and justly dreaded, for themselves 
and the community. With regard 
to him, be took pain, sickness, and 
death, as he took his other, trials', 
with an equal and grateful mind, as 
the dispensation of an unerring and 
kind providence, for a discipline to 
improvement in goodness. But, 
with other intimate friends, it is for 
the person who oilers this faint 
sketch to sorrow in that event: not 
only as separating (for this liie) a 
friendship incapable of any other in- 
terruption, but as a loss to human 
society. Yet our sorrow isnot with- 
out hope ; it has a glorious intermin- 
able prospect! 



To apologize for the space which 
it occupied this month in the bio- 
graphical department is unnecessary, 
when it is considered that the Me- 
moirs of Dr. Jebb, extracted from 
the introduction to bis theological, 
medical, political, and miscellan- 
eous works, edited by Dr. Disney, 
afford so much interesting infor na- 
tion to a numerous class of readers. 
In the uext Magazine they shall be 
presented with a letter from Dr. Jebb 
to Archibald Hamilton Rowan, e.-ip 
winch has been banded to us by tha 
latter gentleman, the very worthy 
pupil of an excellent instructor. 



